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meant for a human being. We'd charge the
same as for a person. We’re in the service
business, and we’re here to accommodate.
There’s no such thing as a strange request.
It’s not for us to pass judgment. In their
eyes, their pet is part of their family and
we respect that.”

Consider carriers. Pet owners must
consider how the animal will be restrained
during the flight, especially during turbu-
lence or whenever the captain turns on the
“fasten seatbelt” sign. Dr. Beaver said no
one-size-fits-all solution exists, and that
successfully and safely securing the ani-
mal depends on its size and temperament.

Smaller pets, such as toy-sized dogs and
most cats, can be safely carried onboard in
the same sort of handheld plastic crate or
canvas bag one would use for bringing the
animal onto an airline flight. Larger dogs
may require a harness or padded crate. Pet
shops and specialty catalogs such as Doc-
tors Foster and Smith (www.drsfoster-
smith.com) offer products designed for
pets that travel with their owners.

Try sedatives. Pilot and veterinarian Dr.
Jack Walther said that Benadryl and Dra-
mamine (both available over-the-counter)
work as canine sedatives, though cats don’t
respond particularly well to them. Both Dr.
Walther and Dr. Beaver recommend check-
ing with your veterinarian before adminis-
tering any over-the-counter medication.
“Some products tend to cause the animals
to not be as efficient at regulating their
body temperature, which is not a good
thing,” Dr. Beaver said.

Walther added that you should “be very
careful when tranquilizing or sedating an
animal,” because severe reactions, includ-
ing seizures, can occur. “If you think you
need to sedate your animal, try it out ahead
of time,” he advised. “Be sure to do it at
least an hour before you leave home.”

Find a vet. Dogs and cats tend to be
less susceptible than humans to pressur-
ization-related ear and sinus discomfort
because their auditory tubes are larger, Dr.

Beaver noted. Also, there

is little evidence that they

suffer from jet lag be-

cause, well, they sleep

most of the day, anyway.

Still, it’s a good idea to

know the name of a vet-

erinarian in your destina-

tion city in case your pet

should get sick during the

trip. (If you’re a NetJets

fractional owner, you may

have heard of the PennVet

VIP program, which gives

NetJets owners 24-hour

phone access to a pet

health expert at the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Veterinary Medicine.
Owners can use the hotline to get emer-
gency medical advice and referrals to
clinics anywhere in the U.S.)

Research foreign rules. Do your
homework before flying your pet outside
the U.S. Information on traveling with
pets throughout the European Union, for
example, can be found at
www.defra.gov.uk. If you’re thinking
about having a microchip 1D implanted
in your pet, check with your destination
country’s embassy to find out which
chips are recognized there. Ask, too,
about any regulations governing trans-
port of animals into the country. Dr.
Beaver recommends bringing a copy of
the pet’s rabies vaccination certificate on
any foreign trip.

Check on the FBO. If you plan on
spending any time at the airport with your
pet before or after a flight, ask your crew
about rules at the FBO (ground-service
support facility). Some don’t allow pets
inside their buildings, while others are
very pet-friendly. First Aviation Services
at New Jersey’s Teterboro Airport, for ex-
ample, offers a private dog run complete
with a fire hydrant.

“When it was a sleepy airport, | used
to walk my dog out in between the taxi-
ways,” said First Aviation Services
founder Florence Ritorto, who brings
her Greyhound, Mocha, with her to the

A Business Jet Center
employee at Dallas Love Field
offers an airplane-shaped
biscuit to a passenger’s dog.

airport each day. “But now with so many
aircraft, you can’t really walk behind
them.” a

Meredith Saini is an aviation writer
and flight instructor based in Bethesda, Md.

Where's Fido?

When you arrive at your destination, it’s
important to keep an eye—and preferably, a
leash—on your pet. After a long confine-
ment onboard, it’s not unheard of for a dog
to take off through the gate and disappear.
Then what would you do?

Many veterinarians offer a procedure
costing less than $100, wherein a microchip
containing a unique electronic identification
code is inserted under the pet’s skin. If the
pet ever runs away and is later brought to a
veterinarian or animal shelter, its identity
number can be retrieved from the microchip
via a scan. The number can then be entered
into a database of registered pets, which
would reveal your contact information and
most likely lead to a happy reunion. Several
companies manufacture these chips and
scanners, including AVID (www.avidmi-
crochip.com), Home Again (www.homea-
gainid.com) and Pet-ID (www.petid.com).

Many animal care providers and shel-
ters use scanners that can read a variety of
chips that emit signals of the same fre-
quency, typically 125 kHz. There are also
134.2 kHz chips that are ISO-certified and
recognized outside the U.S. -M.S.
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